
Le système scolaire français 
 
Primaire : école maternelle + école élémentaire 
 
L'école maternelle accueille les enfants entre 3 et 5 ans, avant la 
scolaritéobligatoire qui débute à 6 ans. Elle est organisée en trois 
niveaux : petite,moyenne et grande section, cycle des 
apprentissages premiers. Les classesdes élèves de petite et 
moyenne section sont dans le bâtiment « Maternelle». Les classes 
de grande section se trouvent dans le bâtiment principal au 
rez-de-chaussée. 
 
L'école élémentaire accueille les enfants de 6 à 11 ans. Le cycle 
2, "Cycledes apprentissages fondamentaux", est composée des 
classes de CP et CE1.Les classes de cycle 2 se trouvent au rez-du-
chaussée du bâtiment principal.Les classes de CE2, CM1 et CM2 
forment le cycle 3, "Cycles desapprofondissements", et se 
trouvent dans l’annexe du lycée. 
 
Secondaire : collège + lycée 
Les salles de classe du collège et du lycée sont situées aux 1er et 
2ème étages du bâtiment principal. 
 
Le collège accueille tous les élèves à l'issue de l'école élémentaire 
et comprend quatre niveaux : Sixième, Cinquième, Quatrième et 
Troisième. 
 
Le lycée comprend les classes de Seconde, Première et Terminale. 
Notreétablissement est un lycée général. Les élèves de Première et 
de Terminalechoisissent certaines matières qui déterminent la 
spécialité de leurbaccalauréat. La voie générale conduit les 
bacheliers vers des étudeslongues. Elle comprend trois séries : 
économique et sociale (E.S.),et scientifique (S). 
 

European Schooling at the ISM  
An English language European section for  secondary students in 
years 1 -4 opened at the International school of Manosque in 
September 2009. This section serves the French equivalent of 6°, 
5°, 4° and 3° classes.  
 
 



1 Principles 
The pedagogical organisation is designed to reflect and to be 
consiste nt with the general principles of European schooling.  
Study of a first foreign language (L2 or ‘vehicular’ language : 
French) is compulsory.  
 
All pupils will learn a second foreign language (L3) from secondary 
year 2, to be chosen from amongst the followin g European 
languages : German, Italian or Spanish.  
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to study a third foreign language 
(L4) from secondary year 4, to be chosen from amongst the 
following European languages : German, Italian, Spanish.  
 
Language courses will  be taught to mixed groups of pupils of 
different nationalities by native speaker teachers.  
 
Art, music and physical education lessons will seek to increase 
cultural interaction.  
 
From secondary year 3, history and geography will be taught in  
the‘vehicular ’ language (L2), as will economics, an option which 
may be taken from secondary year 4.  
 
2 Structure 
Since September 2009, an Anglophone section has been open in 
secondaryyears 1, 2, 3 and 4, while year 5 will open in September 
2010. Years 6 and 7are sched uled to open in September 2011 and 
September 2012 respectively,after the separate accreditation 
procedure specific to these year groups hasbeen followed.  
 
3 The European Baccalaureate 
At the ISM, the first session of the European Baccalaureate should 
take placein spring 2013.  
 
The secondary school course is validated by the European 
Baccalaureate examinations at the end of the seventh year. The 
certificate awarded is fully recognised in all the countries of the 
European Union, as well as in a number of othe rs. The Examining 
Board, which oversees the examinations in all language  
sections, is chaired by a university professor and is composed of 
examiners from each country of the Union. They are appointed 
annually by the Board of Governors and must meet the 
req uirements laid down in their home countries for appointment to 
examining boards of the same level.  
 
4 Admission rules 



The following will have priority for purposes of admission to the 
InternationalSchool Manosque :  
 
CATEGORY A : children of entitled staff working on the ITER 
programme on behalf of the European Commission or EURATOM, 
whom the school formally undertakes to admit  
 
CATEGORY B : children of staff working on the ITER programme in 
the context of international scientific cooperation  
 
CATEGORY C : c hildren who previously attended the European 
Schools before their arrival in France, in particular at Culham (JET 
project) or Munich (Garching Research Centre). Enrolment will be 
conditional upon production of a certificate issued by the pupil’s 
former Eur opean school stating that he/she has qualified for 
promotion to the year above.  
 
CATEGORY D : Local applications for admission to the European 
schooling Anglophone section, whether or not for children of foreign 
staff of international companies, will be co nsidered on the basis of 
linguistic criteria in so far as places are available. Admission 
decisions will be taken by the Inspecteur d’académie, who is the 
head of the Alpes de Haute -Provence local education authority and 
director of the education services of the département, reporting  
to the Ministry of Education.  
 
5 Characteristics of the curriculum 
In years 1, 2, 3 and 4, the syllabi which will be taught from the 
beginning of the 2009 -2010 school year will conform to those for 
European schooling ( www.eurs c.eu /).  
 
Weekly timetable in 2009 -2010 Secondary years 1 -3 This timetable 
is expressed in 45 -minute periods  
 



 
 



Weekly timetable in 2009 -2010 Secondary year 4  
 

 
 
This timetable is expressed in 45 -minute periods (a) To be chosen 
from amongst the European languages taught in the School and 
other than L1, L2 and L3 (b) To be confirmed at a later date.  



Depending on pupil numbers, music, art and physical education 
lessons maybe grouped together with those of the equivalent 
classes of the International School, provided that teaching is in L2 
or FR.  
 
Health education and sustainable development education will be 
provided throughout secondary schooling, using an across - the -
board, cross -curricular approach which does not result in a heavier 
timetable.  
 
Throughout s chooling from years 1 to 4, the following will be used 
to describe languages : L1 Basic language L2 First foreign language 
or vehicular language L3 Second foreign language, studied from 
secondary year 2 L4 Third foreign language, studied from secondary 
yea r 4.  
 
As from year 3, human sciences (history and geography) will be 
taught in a vehicular language, as will, from year 4, the option 
course in economics.  
 
L3 and L4 will be chosen on the basis of the European languages 
taught in the school.  
 
6 School year calendar 
There will be a five -day school week, from Monday to Friday. The 
school year will be 180 days and the school holidays will be akin to 
those set by the FrenchMinistry of Education for the year 2009 -
2010.  
 
7 Enrolment requests 
Requests for enrolmen t must be submitted to the school. Please 
refer to the forms available on the school’s website. The choice to 
integrate into the English language European section will be 
definitive, pending academic approval ; students will not be given 
the option to chan ge programs within the school. Students who are 
new to school must pass an entrance test.  
 
8 Website Links 
For further information about the European Schooling system and 
the European Baccalaureate, please visit:  
 
www.eursc.org  
www.yourschool.net/Survey/ca mbridge%20report.PDF  


